Human rights and the omission or cessation of treatment for infants.
Advances in neonatal medicine have led to the survival of children who suffer pain and psychosocial deficits. There are those who justify the continued existence of these children by denying that there is a minimal quality of life below which life is not worth living or by claiming that we cannot judge the quality of life of another. Both of these viewpoints are found wanting. What is proposed is that infants are persons and that personhood confers human rights which include the right to die. The nature of human rights yields a general criterion by which to determine when the omission or cessation of treatment for infants is morally required.